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Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

If we view the developments which took place fast year on the problem of 
Indigenous Peoples we'll see that the main trend is a growing of the understanding of 
the needs And interests of Indigenous Peoples among the international Community. 
We should include the so-called civil society of non-Indigenous or dominating 
nations, Governments and intergovernmental Organizations. 

I was pleasantly surprised by the Statement of the United States 
Government's representative who expressed it's disappointment by the slow process 
of thew approving of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. I hope that 
now the Government of US will do it's best to promote for the passing of this 
declaration. 

At the same time the situation still is staying contradictionary. Of course there 
is the very hard historical background. But even now the Government continues to 
make mistakes and even crimes against the Indigenous Peoples. However that the 
struggle of the Indigenous peoples for their rights is very fruitful  one. 

For example in my country Ukraine since the last our meeting Government did 
a LOT OF MISTAKES. Partially it accepts and approved the Constitution of the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea without a participation of Indigenous People. This 
Constitution is rather absurd. There is not even provision about the using of the 
Crimean Tatar language as one of the officials  in Crimea and the voting system 
excludes Crimean Tatars from the political participation. In response the mass 
campaign of the protests and civil disobedience had started. The Top level of protest 
was the rally from all parts of Crimea. It was visited by more then 100 000 of my 
compatriots Crimean Tatars. The situation was so hat and sharp that requested the 
attention of the Head of the State. 

As a result of the direct negotiations of the leadership of Mejlis and President 
of Ukraine Leonid Kuchma the Council of Representatives of Crimean Tatar People 
of President of Ukraine was established as consultative body. 

I think that this is a precedent which has it's importance not only for my people 
but as an example of the possible methods of the involvement of the Indigenous 
Peoples into the political participation for other countries. 



The other result was the arrangement of the special Parliament hearings on 
Crimean Tatar issue in Ukrainian Parliament at the end of September of this year. 

The another one is the sending of the Draft  of the Law of Ukraine on the 
Status of Crimean Tatar People for the international expertise. 

And this is my personal concern. 
Mrs. Chairperson! Mr. Secretary! Please help us to make this expertise as 

great specialists on indigenous issues, it is very urgent and very important not only 
for Crimean Tatars and Ukraine but also as a legal precedent for all our Indigenous 
sisters and brothers. 

Thank you. 
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Agenda Item 5.lndigenous peoples and their relationship to land 

Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

A Land for the Indigenous Peoples is somethig so important and basical that 
practically all other interests and rights of us may be developed from our relationship 
to the land of our ansesstors.While one considers the land issue in the context of its 
meaning for Indigenous Peoples the next aspects of thgis topic might be defined: 
1. A land and natural resources are for the indigenous Peoples the same value like 

for every body for the residence and economic activity. But in our case this value 
is not in our posession aylthough wew were the first  inhabitants and users of the 
land. No difference  for us is it formally now shared between the private owners 
and companies or it is legally dannounced to be only a State property as it is in my 
country Ukraine. Anyway the obvious historical fact that this land was confiscared 
from us by the violence or by other illegal measures without our voluntary 
agreement is not taken into account by the Governments and the ethnic non-
indigenous majority. Whim we say that illegal confiscation from the very begiinning 
didn't create the title for ownership they refer  to the constitutions and laws which 
they established without any our participation but which we must respect by the 
unknown reason.Practically most of our othere problems might be solved. Let it be 
economic, social, cultural ones if we would posses of our land and dominating 
majoriutyx and their Governments should ask us for the permition fore the using of 
our land as it is between different  states or a State and a private sector. 

2. But we have other very basical concern. The land for us is not and never will be 
only the field for the economic activity or the source for the cunsumation. Now 
Governments and non-Indigenous population consequently exploits our land for 
their very utilitarian benefit.However if our land will become liveless and 
disasterous they will leavew it and go further  to look for new resources. But for us 
this is the end of our identity and cultural gtradition. Because against our will we 
shall stay beyound the choice to die together with our murdered land or to go away 
and to loose our Indigenous character. 

3. This opens the very principle third aspect of the land for thge Indigenous Peoples. 
Oiur land is really Mother for us. For the Government any climatic or natural 
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conditions is only a technicxal question. But our genetics; mentality, stile of life and 
health are individeble from our land. The history of my people argues it with the 
tragical verification. During two years after the total deportation of my people from 
Crimea in 1944 more than 46% of Crimean Tatars died in exile. 

4. And finally this produces the high spiritual meaning of the land for our peoples. I 
see this in Crimea. May be said that every stone at the side of the road or every 
small area has its own name and history for Crimean Tatars. Our land, our nature 
and our identity may live only together following one each other. 

Unfortunately the practice and the laws of our State are of that kind that Crimean 
Tatars are rejected to restore their inherent and elemental right to live with their land. 
Government which kepr it in so called State property after the deportation of Crimean 
Tatars shared it recently among new-settlers and in near future it will become their 
private property. 
I think that we need support the efforts  of our Chairperson and findings of her stady 
in order to try to revise and to eliminate the wrong practice of the non-recognition and 
abolition of the ground right of the Indigenous Peoples to posess and to manage our 
land. 

Thank you very mach. 
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developments. 

Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

The first  of all I would like to turn your attention to the interdépendance 
between the problems of right of Indigenous Peoples to land and the situation with 
the health of Indigenous Peoples. 

If the Indigenous Peoples would posess their land and their natural resources 
they would have enoughj money to ensure their health, phisical and psyhical 
prosperity. 

Other point is that if the Indigenous Peopies would have opportunity to protect 
their land from the unjustified and predatory explotation there would be less problems 
connected with the ecologicxa! degradation. The land for us is not and never will be 
only the field for the economic activity or the source for the consumation. Now 
Governments and non-Indigenous population consequently exploits our land for their 
very utilitarian benefit. However if our land will become liveless and disasterous they 
will leavew it and go further  to look for new resources. But for us this is the end of our 
identity and cultural gtradition. Because against our will we shall stay beyound the 
choice to die together with our murdered land or to go away and to loose our 
Indigenous character. 

If the land - rights of Indigenous Peoples would be established legally the 
planning of development of those areas would obligatory regard their needs. 
Protection of the health to be included. 

Even traditional medicine practice of Indigenous Peoples as a rule is 
impossible without the land and its natural conditions. 

As we see the most or even all of these circumstances are absent now for us. 
So it shouldn't be strange that the situation with the health of Indigenous Peoples is 
rather bad. As for my people for instance the level of the mortality and ilness among 
Crimean tatars is 2-3 times higher than among other sectors of population of Ctimea 
and Ukraine. 
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Fistly we are pur into conditions when we don't have an opprtunity to take care 
about ourselves then the Government says that there is not enough money for the 
medicine help. 

I suppose that direct support of the health of the Indigenous Peoples is very 
important. If international donors are ready to submit their assistance for these 
purpoces it has to be done especially when the position of the Government 
concerned is really constructive. But nevetheless this is only a palliative measure. 
The strategic task is to create or to restore the conditions for the self-sustainability of 
the Indigenous Peoples. 

Actually it means the trainig of the medical personal, the building of the 
hospitals and medical centres; the collecting and installing of the traditional practice 
and medicines of the Indiginous Peoples into the official  health protection. In this 
context I think it would be very useful to organise under the UN and WIPO auspiece 
the work on the patenting of the medical knowledge and practice of Indigenous 
Peoples and as a second step to edit the World Enciclopedia od the Indigenous 
medical Knowlege. 

But the first  af all the Indigenous Peoples are absolutely able to have their own 
responcibility for health if we will receive the nesessery base for It. I mean the control 
and as a least co-participaion and partnership in the posession and using our native 
land as it is inter alia found at the Stady of Madame Daes. 

Thank you. 
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Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities 
Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 
17th session 26-30 July 1999 
Agenda Item 8. Consideration of the final report of the Special Rapporteur of 
the Sub-Commission on treaties, agreements and other constructive 
arrangements between States and Indigenous Peoples 

Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

We had got and read very attentively the Stady of Mr. Martinez which is really 
of very great importance for everybody who is interesting with the problems and 
perspectives of Indigenous Peoples of the World. I'm sure that this stady will play an 
outstanding role for the future development of the trend of the looking for the just and 
long term solutions for the different  Indigenous Peoples which are being in very 
different  situations in their countries. I expect as well that representatives of 
Governments would receive a lot of use after reading of this stady in order to accept 
the political and legal history of the Indigenous Peoples as something to be 
improvedin a future. 

This is rather good felt that the author is a people who really tryto take care 
about the rights and interests of Indigenous Peoples of that part of the world which is 
close to him geografically and historically. 

If we can state that this big work is completed in a very large scale in respect 
to Americas; Australia; New-Zealand and Oceania the enivitable perception appeares 
that this is desireble to have the so kind of the analysis for Africa,  Asia and apartely 
Eastern Europe (former  Soviet Union). 

So far as we see the use of the study on the regions mentioned above we 
would like it would be enlarged by the same basical way for other ones. 

These are the reasons why into my mind the study should be continued. If no. 
This work might be accepted as one of the main and relatively autonomous parts of 
the future universal study another parts of which would be specially devoted to the 
specifity of the African, Asian and Eastern Europe regions. Or may be it would be 
devided oin regional or sub-regional principle. 
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It would be too regretable If so urgent and nesessery for everybody work von't 
cover ail Indigenous caucus of the Earth. 

Thank you very mach. 
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Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities 
Working Group on indigenous Peoples 
17th session 26-30 July 1999 
Agenda Item 9. Consideration of the report of the ad hoc working group on a 
permanent forum for Indigenous Peoples. 

Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

One of the remarkable consequences of the prodactiv activity of WGIP is the 
development of the institutional umbrella dealing with the Indigenous issues in UNO 
system. 

We see that the idea of the creation of the permanent forum for Indigenous 
Peoples in UNO is acceptzed now by the absolute majority parties concerned 
incxluding the Indigenous nations and Governments. It had been expressed partially 
in the intensivity of discussiin on that topis at last February. 

Despite rather wide variuability of the opinions about a constraction od the 
future Permanent Forum nobody objected the essntial need of the establishing of the 
representation of the Indigenous Peoples in UNO. 

Personally I'm suppoter of the idea about the paritet between Governments 
and Indfigenous Peoples in this institution and obligatory involvement of the as a 
least any members of the present Working Group to its activity. It would be very 
strange if the main generators of ideas on the protection of the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples wouldn't take part in that one. 

At the same time from pragmatical point of view there should be two levels of 
the structure. The Congress of the Indigenous peoples which work on sessions once 
a year and any executive body that would organise the realisation of the desisions 
achieved and coordinate the and distrbution ocf information among parties 
concerned. 

I basically admit the nesessity of the regional balance in the compositzion of 
the forum. However I ask your attention to the fact that the Indigenous Peoples 
settled on the territoty of former  Soviet Union still are underrepresented in the 
international foras due to the lack of information, technical an d financial difficalties  so 
far as a continuously isolation from the World Indigenous Movement. So it seems to 
me this would be justified to arrange the representation of the Indigenous Peoples of 
CIS countries on the basis of regional definition. These proposals were made at the 
time of discussion in February and I think they might be included to the final report. 

Thank you. 
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Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities 
Working Group on indigenous Peoples 
17th session 26-30 July 1999 
Agenda Item 10. International Decade of the World's Indigenous People 

Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

Thwe International Decade of the World's Indigenous People plays an 
important role in the case of the mobilisation of the public attention to the interests 
and problems of Indigenous Peoples. As I stated earlier the progress in the 
understanding looks like obvious. 

At the same time the very name Decade not only year determines that any 
kind of long acting strategy should be initiated by this programm . Because the worst 
thing which we can get if the Decade will have been over but unsolved problems of 
the Indigenous Peoples will go out of the centewr of the interest of UNO and 
international community. 

It seems now that during this Decade the experience is collected for the 
arrangement the special top level international Conference to promote the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples as it was done for the Human Rights in Vienna for example or as 
it is in process for to Combat Racism. 

I suppose that this question should be included to the mid-point review of 
Decade. Probably the preparation process won't take more than two years. And the 
adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples parallely with the 
arrangement of the Permamnent Forum for Indigenous peopes could be helped by 
the political and conceptual documents of this conference. 

Thank you very mach. 
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Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities 
Working Group on indigenous Peoples 
17th session 26-30 July 1999 
Agenda Item 11. Participation in the preparatory work of the World Conference 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

Statement 
of Nadir Bekir(ov) 

Representative of Mejlis of Crimean Tatar People 

Dear Mrs. Chairperson! Brothers and Sisters! 

My proposals on the theme are: 
1. To initiate beyond Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 

Protection of Minorities the special stady about the racial discrimination against 
Indigenous Peoples, which unfortunately has a place very widely still; 

2. To include into agenda of the Conference the special item about the elimination of 
the racial discrimination against indigenous Peoples; 

3. To distribute the information about the racial discrimination and racial prejudicies 
against Indigenous Peoples among the participants of the Conference; 

4. To ensure the participation of the Indigenous organisations in the Conference. 

Thank you. 


